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There are TWO general responsibilities of a BPTL:

Advance DAV’s message in your community | Advance DAV’s message in Congress




There are TWO general responsibilities of a BPTL:

Advance DAV’s message in your community | Advance DAV’s message in Congress
Build and maintain a grassroots network
Develop relationships with your elected representatives
Increase the number of DAV CAN subscribers
Train Chapter BPTLs
Help develop resolutions for DAV National Convention
Help educate DAV members and Congress

Advocate for state/local veteran issues
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CUIDELINES FOR A SUCCESSFUL
CONGRESSIONAL MEETING
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BPTL Toolkit
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DAV COMMANDER’S ACTION NETWORK

Keeps you informed

Catalyst to action
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DAV helps veterans get the benefits
they've earned.
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YOU RECEIVED AN ALERT FROM DAV CAN

WHAT NOW!? o @ o O
Forward the email to your network (Bcc) 9 o 0 o @
0200

Share on social media

Inform members at Chapter meetings




YOU RECEIVED AN ALERT FROM DAV CAN
WHAT NOW!?

Next level:

Lobbying your elected representative
Coordinating a campaign with local VSO coalition

Contacting local news media

IMPORTANT: SEEKASSISTANCE FROM DAYV LEGISLATIVE or COMMUNICATIONS STAFF




ADVOCATE FOR STATE/LOCALVETERAN ISSUES

©  DAV’s national legislative team advocates for FEDERAL veteran
policy

= STATE/LOCAL veteran policy is the responsibility of your

Department’s Benefit Protection Team

DAY



Pop quiz, hot shot.



ADVOCATE FOR STATE/LOCALVETERAN ISSUES

A BILL to allow the state National Guard to pay a death benefit to

Guard members’ next of kin if the member was on active service for

the state at time of death.

STATE ISSUE

DAY



ADVOCATE FOR STATE/LOCALVETERAN ISSUES

There are efforts to revoke entitlement to a $5,000 property tax

exemption for veterans with a service-connected disability of 10

percent or greater.

STATE/LOCAL ISSUE

DAY



There is a proposal to expand eligibility for a program that provides
tuition assistance at any of the state’s public colleges and universities
to spouses and children of veterans who have been rated as totally
and permanently disabled by the United States Department of

Veterans Affairs.

STATE ISSUE



ADVOCATE FOR STATE/LOCALVETERAN ISSUES

Legislation has been introduced that, if enacted, would expand

eligibility for State Veterans Homes to Gold Star parents.

STATE ISSUE

DAY



City council members have expressed a desire to have the local post
office renamed in honor of a local veteran who died while

participating in disaster relief on state National Guard duty.

FEDERAL ISSUE



CONTACT WITH ELECTED OFFICIALS

It is IMPORTANT to establish a relationship with your elected

representative’s office.
office visits

telephone calls




CONTACT WITH ELECTED OFFICIALS

Provide an agenda or talking points ahead of time

Know your issues; stay on message

Be friendly and NON-PARTISAN




CONTACT WITH ELECTED OFFICIALS

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVES:
Encourage them to introduce bills based on a DAV Resolutions
Encourage staff to reach out to DAV national legislative staff

Give DAV national legislative staff a heads up if your member

plans to introduce an important bill




QUESTIONS? COMMENTS? IDEAS!?

Contact us:

(202) 554-3501

Shane: sliermann@dav.org Marquis: mbarefield@dav.org
(benefits, claims, appeals) (healthcare policy)

Naomi: nmathis@dav.org Tony: alewis@dav.org
(women veterans) (healthcare policy)




Questions!



